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Senate Democrats block HB 1706

Senate Democrats today blocked HB 1706, the legislation passed on second reading by House Republicans yesterday which would impose on Texans some of the most restrictive voting laws in the nation. Senate rules require a two-thirds vote to allow debate on a bill, so 11 of the Senate’s 31 members can block further consideration of legislation. 11 Senate Democrats signed a petition today to do so.
Republicans had claimed the legislation would prevent voter fraud by requiring that multiple forms of identification or picture I.D. be presented by voters before being allowed to cast a vote, even if the voter presents a voter registration card.

“Republicans always cry ‘voter fraud’ when they lose an election,” Senator Rodney Ellis said. “But when the evidence is presented -- most recently in the Heflin election contest -- it clearly shows no abuse. With all due respect, Representative Denny was trying to solve a problem that hasn’t presented itself in modern elections,” he said.

Speaking about similar legislation in Georgia this year, Daniel Tokaji, a law professor at Ohio State University who focuses on voting rights, said such measures would affect the 6-10% of U.S. citizens who do not have photo I.D. Tojaki told the Atlanta Journal Constitution that “there’s no evidence that this is going to reduce fraud at all. What we’re seeing now are two parties fighting over every vote.”
“HB 1706 is part of a national partisan push to suppress turnout among the elderly, the poor, and minorities who tend to vote Democratic. Similar bills have been filed, considered, or passed this year by Republican legislators in Arizona, Indiana, California, Ohio, and Wisconsin,” Ellis said.

“In state after state, they’ve rationalized it by saying that photo I.D.’s are required to rent a movie, so why not to vote,” Ellis said. “I’ll tell you why – because renting a movie isn’t the first fundamental right of our democracy, voting is,” he added.
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