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June 28, 2006

Mr. Roger Williams

Secretary of State

1100 Congress, 1E.8

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In response to your letter of June 23rd I want to discuss with you Mrs. Strayhorn’s nickname Grandma and how we got here.

Carole became a Grandma on the 12th day of November, 1994. Like all of us grandmas and grandpas she was extremely proud of her status as such and began referring to herself as Grandma. –And her many, many friends picked it up and began calling her Grandma also. Sometime later the campaign Carole began identifying her in the public world as “One Tough Grandma.” She has been called One Proud Grandma concerning her grandchildren, one Heartbroken Grandma, concerning foster children, and the Texas Monthly called her One Ticked Off Grandma. As long as I have known Carole and called her Carole I began calling her Grandma even though I don’t and would not address my own wife as Grandma and she has been a Grandma much, much longer. I think that the connection between her nickname and the line “One Tough Grandma,” which may or may not be a slogan, is what is giving you a problem and I understand the connection you have in your own mind.

But, Grandma is clearly not a slogan no matter what “One Tough Grandma” may or may not be. I remember so well after December 7, 1941 when Roosevelt began the slogan “Remember Pearl Harbor,” we all said it. -But it never occurred to us that just the name “Pearl Harbor” was a slogan. Probably the earliest battle cry that Texans had was “Remember the Alamo!” -But the Alamo is in San Antonio and nobody thinks it is a slogan. Remember “I Like Ike.” The majority of Texans did like Ike. –But Ike was not a slogan. And Carole Keeton “Grandma” Strayhorn is not a slogan.

Unlike the dictionary definition of slogan, Grandma is not a phrase expressing the aims or nature of an enterprise nor is Grandma a motto or a battle cry or even a position or goal.

You may remember when a dozen of us carried about twenty boxes of petitions to your office. We parked our cars out on the street and each of us grabbed a box or two and started for the door. It was fun and I particularly enjoyed the many folks passing by on the sidewalk who waived to Carole and yelled “Hi Grandma”, “good luck, Grandma”, “go get ‘em Grandma.” I was impressed. I have been practicing law here for forty-five years and nobody ever waives at me or says hi to me and hollers “go get ‘em Roy!”

Sincerely,

RQM:kkt ROY Q. MINTON
