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SENATOR HUTCHISON CALLS FOR SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE SESSION NOW

AUSTIN – As a citizen of Texas, Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison recommended today that a special session of the state legislature be called immediately to address issues left unresolved in the recently-concluded regular session.
 
“A special session is needed now, not later,” she said.  “It should address not only the inordinately high property taxes in Texas, but also teacher pay raises, textbook funding, university revenue bonds and judicial compensation.  Students, teachers, colleges, judges and ordinary Texans should not be penalized any longer than necessary by the breakdown in Austin.”

 
Sen. Hutchison made her remarks while in Austin to attend the swearing-in ceremony for Priscilla Owen as a new judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.  Sen. Hutchison, along with Sen. John Cornyn, led the fight to secure U.S. Senate confirmation for Owen, a Texas Supreme Court justice first nominated for the federal bench by President Bush in 2001.

 
Sen. Hutchison noted that legislative appropriations for teacher and judicial pay adjustments, and university revenue bonds, had already been approved by the legislature.  Only enabling legislation is required and can easily be dealt with in a special session.  “While our legislative leaders are hammering out an agreement on school reform and property tax relief – both badly needed and long overdue – they can also finish the job on priority state issues,” she said.  “The needs of our public schools, higher education systems, and judiciary can be – and should be – addressed now.”

 
The Senator also suggested a way to deliver promised funding for the new Texas Tech Medical School in El Paso and the Irma Rangel School of Pharmacy in Kingsville.  Neither program was adequately funded in the regular legislative session.  “Both of these projects, and long-overdue public school textbooks, could be paid out of the Governor’s Enterprise Fund,” she said.  “The best way to create long-term jobs in Texas is by improving education and creating a high quality workforce.”

 
Sen. Hutchison has not announced her political plans.  In a campaign email sent to her supporters last week, she said she would announce her plans when the legislative process had concluded.  It is her hope that the state leaders and the legislature will finish the job of doing what is right for the school children and taxpayers of Texas.
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