The following is an update on Hurricane Katrina response activities by the State of Texas. If you have questions, please call me at 512-463-1826. Robert Black

HURRICANE KATRINA

THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS

· Gov. Perry calls-up and deploys 1,000 Texas National Guard troops for in-Texas security and support operations.

· Gov. Perry issued an Executive Order suspending both the state and local hotel/motel taxes for the next 60 days for Louisiana evacuees.

· September 1st, the Governor requested an Emergency Declaration from the President Bush. Today, that request was granted which makes Texas eligible for a portion of the $10.5 billion in federal aid passed by Congress today.

· IRS approved the waiver request that will allow an estimated 18,000 vacant income eligible housing units to be used by refugees for Louisiana. 

· September 1st, Governor issued an Emergency Proclamation.

· 25,000 evacuees will be sheltered in the Houston area including the Astrodome.

· 25,000 evacuees will be sheltered in the San Antonio area including Kelly USA. 

· 25,000 evacuees will be sheltered in the Dallas Area including Reunion Arena. 

· Governor Perry is requesting additional Texas cities open additional shelters to house incoming evacuees.

o Corpus Christi has agreed to take in 5,000 evacuees

o Austin has agreed to take 5,000 evacuees

o FreeScale Semiconducter in Austin has offered an empty facility to take 1,000 evacuees.

o Lubbock can take 1,000 evacuees.

o Amarillo will receive 500 evacuees.

o Bell County 400

o El Paso 350

o We have received calls from Utah, West Virginia and Arkansas to take evacuees. 

· Governor Perry has activated the OneStar Foundation to act as a volunteer/donation

 clearinghouse for anyone in the country wishing to donate cash and non-cash items, food or volunteer. 400 hundred phone lines. 1-800-707-6768 or www.OneStarFoundation.org. 

· Five school districts in the Houston area are preparing for an estimated 6,000 to 8,000 school-aged children that will be arriving at the Astrodome. Texas is currently working through capacity and transportation issues as well as trying to provide additional teachers for those schools that have a large influx of new students. 

· The Texas Workforce Commission is going to assist with Unemployment Insurance Claims and with helping folks find work who want to go to work. 

· The Texas Department of Housing, along with several private organizations, are identifying apartments and other housing options where the refugees can take their FEMA vouchers and to find a place to live during this time. 

· The Higher Education Coordinating Board is assisting students with getting enrolled in Texas colleges and universities. College students displaced by Hurricane Katrina will be eligible for in-state tuition rates at Texas colleges and universities. 

· The Health and Human Services Commission is helping identify food stamp eligible individuals and those who need prescription drug support. 

